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Comprehension Booklet

8th Grade Reading

Mrs. Hill
WHTIEWATER RAFTING

Downriver is the next novel we will be reading in class.  This is a story of survival, independence, and learning how to become a leader.  The setting of this story is the Colorado River.  The characters are sent to an “Outward Bound School” and go on a whitewater rafting adventure.  Before we can begin reading this novel, we need to have a better understanding of white water rafting and how to survive in the wilderness. 

What are the goals of an Outward Bound School?

What specific items are needed in the following area for whitewater rafting trips?

· Safety

· Boat Contents

· Food—type taken

What is hypothermia?

What is heat stroke?

What is dehydration?

CHARACTER DESCRIPTION
In Chapters 1-3 of Downriver, Will Hobbs gives us a little background on each of the characters in this novel.  Find his descriptions and tell what you can about each character.

Jesse—

Star—

Heather—

Rita—

Troy—

Pug—

Freddie—

Adam—

Al—

VOCABULARY WORDS
Define the following words on a separate sheet of notebook paper.
Chapters 1-4

topographic (4)


premise (4)

anthropology (5)

dormer (7)


propaganda (8)

perverse (9)


concourse (10)

imaging (12)


serrated (12)

condescending (32)

heinous (36)

parley (36)


ethereal (38)

Chapters 5-8

translucent (48)

consensus (49)

majestic (51)


larceny (52)

delirious (54)


ominous (57)

lurching (59)


lyrical (64)

torque (68)


finesse (74)

eddy (76)

Chapters 9-11

rogue (86)


reincarnated (86)
nondescript (93)

essence (93)

meandered (95)


mystique (97)

cavorting (104)


insinuated (112)

rancid (114)



Chapters 12-14

boon (132)


tour de force (140)
ashen (141)


premonition (144)

omnipresent (147)

berserk (153)

vantage (153)


tandem (155)

Chapters 15-18

Primal (168)


wistfully (183)

impervious (187)

systemic (189)

STUDY GUIDE QUESTIONS

Chapter 1

1. Why is Jessie enrolled in Discovery Unlimited?  What is her reaction?  Whom does she blame? (3)

2. How many are in the group?  How long are they scheduled to be in the “school”?  What have they renamed themselves? (3)

3. How does Jessie describe her future? Why? (2)

4. What is “the big” test the teenagers face?  Whom does Al appoint as leader? (2)

5. After training the group in skills, what is Al’s philosophy about responsibility? (1)

6. What does it mean to “blow your whistle”?  Who seems about to do so? (2)

7. PREDICTION: What will happen at Storm King? (1)
Chapter 2

1. When did Jessie’s disturbing dreams begin? (1)

2. What happens to Jessie on the climb up Storm King Peak? (1)

3. Who is responsible for the problems climbing Storm King Peak? Why? What is Jessie’s reaction? (3)

4. How does Jessie treat Freddy after he saves her life? (1)

Chapter 4

1. What trick do the girls play on the boys after returning from the mountain-climbing trip?  How do the boys retaliate? What is the result? (3)

2. What does Jessie discover about Star after the mountain climbing incident? (1)

3. What does Al plan for their next adventure? (1)

Chapter 5

1. What is the group’s destination after Westwater?  How long will this part of the trip take? (2)

2. Who first suggests stealing the van and rafting equipment and striking out on their own?  What is the result? (2)

3. PREDICTION:  Will Jessie reconcile with her dad? (1)
Chapter 6

1. As they head to the Grand Canyon, whom does Jessie feel their lives will depend on? What action shows her fear and hesitation? (2)

2. What is the point of departure? What happens? (2)

3. PREDICTION: What will be the outcome of the trip down the river? (1)
Chapter 7

1. What does Adam name the first rapid? What happens there? (3)

2. What is the result of the second rapid? (1)

3. What is Troy’s reaction after his boat stands up straight in the rapid?  What effect does this have on Jessie? (2)

4. Why does Troy refuse to scout a major rapid?  What is the result? (2)

5. Find the metaphor on page 66. (1)

6. Find the simile on page 67 and on page 69. (2)

Chapter 8

1. What does Jessie dream?  What happens afterward? (2)

2. What do Star and Jessie reveal to each other? (1)

3. What does Star feel is her only protection? (1)

4. Find the simile on page 79. (1)

Chapter 9

1. Explain the significance of the climb to the cave. (2)

2. What happens to Rita? (1)

3. What does this reveal about Troy and Freddy? (1)

4. How does the injury affect Jessie and Star? (1)

5. What do Jessie’s flashbacks about her dad reveal? (1)

6. What does Star’s Tarot card reading reveal about her? (1)

7. What does Jessie discover about Troy? (1)

8. Find 2 similes in this chapter. (2)

Chapter 10

1. What happens when Jessie joins Freddy on a hike in a side canyon? (1)

2. What is the significance? (1)

3. Why is everyone upset when Jessie and Freddy return? (1)

4. Explain Troy’s reaction when they return. (2)

5. What turn of events occurs? (1)

6. Find 2 similes in this chapter. (2)

7. PREDICTION: What effect will Al’s reappearance have on the group? (1)
Chapter 11

1. How does the group act to Al’s reappearance?  How does Al react to them and what information does he give them? (3)

2. How does Adam attempt to trick Al? (1)

3. What does Al tell Adam? (1)

4. What does the group discuss privately and what is the outcome of the discussion? (2)

Chapter 12

1. How does Troy react to Al’s presence? (1)

2. What happens during the Hance Rapid run? (1)

3. What happens at the Phantom Ranch landing? (1)

Chapter 13

1. Explain the events leading to, and the run down, Horn Creek Rapid? (1)

2. What frightens Star? (1)

3. What lies ahead after Horn Creek Rapid? (1)

4. What startles the group? (1)

Chapter 14

1. Why doesn’t Troy scout Granite Falls?  What are the results? (2)

2. What are the results of Troy’s actions towards Freddy? (2)

3. How does Freddy again prove his ability? (1)

Chapter 15

1. What happens after the group agrees with Troy’s decision to spend the night close to Crystal? (1)

2. How is the group divided after the near-tragedy? (1)

3. How does the group find out about Lava Falls? What information does the group discover? (2)

Chapter 16

1. How does Troy reveal his plan? (1)

2. Why does conflict erupt between Freddy and Troy?  What is the result? (2)

3. What happens after the scorpion sting? (1)

4. PREDICTION: What will happen to Freddy?  Will they make it to safety? (1)
Chapter 17

1. What lies ahead? Who is in charge? (2)

2. What are Jessie’s concerns?  How has she changed? (2)
3. What happens before they reach Upset? (1)

4. PREDICTION: Will Troy be found?  What will happen to each of the group members? (1)
Chapter 18

1. What are the characters doing at the end of the novel?

Star (includes other characters)—

Freddy—

Rita—

Troy—

Adam—

Pug—

POST-READING QUESTIONS

1. Identify two incidents that should have made Jessie and the others questions Troy’s leadership. (2)

2. What makes a good leader?  Who demonstrates these qualities in Downriver? (2)

3. Identify Troy’s steps in getting control of the group. (4)

4. Write an “I Am” poem from the persona of one of the characters in the novel.

Pattern
Line 1:

My name is…

Line 2:

I am… (3 words that describe character)

Line 3:

I like… (2 things such as activities, sports, food)

Line 4:

I can… (2 things character does well)

Lines 5-7:
I wish I could (a) go… (b) change… (c) learn…


Line 8:

Someday I will…

Write your poem in the space provided.  Make sure you check your spelling/punctuation. 
THEMATIC CONNECTIONS
Answer either COURAGE or ACCEPTING RESPONSIBILITY at the bottom of this paper.  HEROES must be completed and will be discussed further in class.

COURAGE

As Jessie is learning how to mountain climb in Downriver, she discovers facing up to one’s fears requires a great deal of courage.  Though her fall from Storm King Peak is harrowing, this early experience toughens her for what is to follow.  Heather allows her rough experience running the Skull Rapids to discourage her from further rafting.  Compare and contrast the characters of Heather and Jessie.

HEROES

Heroes are those who can demonstrate courage in the face of adversity.  What are the characteristics, both physical and emotional, or a hero? Locate stories of heroism from local papers and news stories to help create a “Hero Bulletin Board.”  Each example should be labeled with the characteristic(s) exhibited by the person deemed a hero.  Who his the hero of Downriver?

ACCEPTING RESPONSIBILITY

Leaders must make quick yet considered decisions and then abide by the consequences of their actions.  Jessie and the others face these kinds of decisions, from which route to take through each of the runs to which raft should take the lead.  Write about a time when you had to make a crucial decision with long-term consequences.

